and the MDC have put together a preliminary research plan, which an international evaluation team will review by March 2013.
A significant portion of the start-up cash, says Rosenthal, will be used to equip BIH groups with state-of-the art sequencing, mass spectroscopy and bio-imaging technologies, and to expand the MDC's bioinformatics capacity. The newly equipped labs and secure long-term funding should lure biomedical researchers from around the world. Over the next 8 years, up to 60 collaborative groups could be set up, Rosenthal says.
"Recruitment is the bottleneck when it comes to turning Berlin into a health-science hub of truly international rank," says Claus Scheidereit, an oncologist who coordinates cancer research at the MDC. "If we can get over that, we can start to think really big. "
The BIH is the German government's latest attempt to inject national funds into universities, circumventing a highly federalized system in which state governments jealously guard their responsibility for universities. The government's acclaimed 'excellence initiative' , for example, invited German universities to compete for federal top-up grants and has so far generated thousands of new science jobs. Collaborations that resemble the BIH, linking national research centres and universities, have also been forged in Karlsruhe, and between Jülich and Aachen.
A proposed amendment to Germany's constitutional law would allow the federal government to co-finance universities permanently, but it is unlikely to win the required two-thirds majority in parliament. Its opponents fear that the bill would allow Berlin to dictate national policy in areas, particularly secondary education, in which the states enjoy near-total control.
Scientists maintain that Germany's federalized university system is hampering the creation of national research hubs such as those in neighbouring Switzerland. "Why shouldn't the Technical University of Munich become Germany's federal institute of technology?" says Herrmann. "Because the rules don't allow it? If it helps our country, we should change them sooner rather than later. " ■ FUNDING
